
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Wildland Fire Module 

CAC AmeriCorps Forestry Aid 

 

Supervisor: Jordan Black 

 

Introduction 

This position is located on a fire crew within the fire management organization. The purpose of 

this position is to serve as a CAC AmeriCorps crewmember on an engine, helitack, or hand crew. 

Other duties generally involve the maintenance and repair of firefighting tools, receiving 

firefighting training, or other similar service opportunities. 

 

Major Duties  

Serves as a supporting member of a fire crew assigned to suppress the full range of wildland 

fires. Performs assignments at the trainee level in developing a working knowledge of fire 

suppression and fuels management techniques and practices. This consists of fireline 

construction, use of pumps and engines, hose lays using appropriate nozzles and nozzle 

adjustments in the effective use of water and additives, working in and around aircraft such as 

helicopters, safety rules, basic fire behavior, and fire and fuels terminology. 

 

Searches out and extinguishes burning materials by moving dirt, applying water by hose or 

backpack pump, etc. 

 

Chops brush, fells small trees, and moves dirt to construct fireline using various hand tools such 

as axe, shovel, Pulaski, McLeod, and power tools including chain saw and portable pumps to 

control spreading of wildland fire and/or to prepare control lines prior to burning. 

 

Patrols fireline to locate and extinguish sparks, flareups, and hotspot fires that may threaten 

developed firelines. 

 

Cleans, reconditions, and stores fire tools and equipment. 

 

May assist trained personnel in more specialized assignments. 

 

Participates in fire and safety training in the techniques, practices, and methods of fire 

suppression and in the safe, efficient operation and use of tools, equipment and vehicles used in 

fireline activities. Participates in crew proficiency checks and drills. Participates in safety 

sessions and fire critiques. 

 

Ensures own and others’ welfare and safety in all aspects of the assignments. 

 

Qualifications 

 

Associates Degree in Related Discipline Preferred 

 

Previous experience/training related to prescribed operations is valued. 

 



Ability to work safely and follow instructions in a crew environment performing strenuous 

duties for prolonged hours on steep, uneven surfaces in a hazardous work environment in a 

variety of weather conditions.  This position requires above average physical performance 

endurance and may require the consistent lifting in carrying of 50lbs and shared lifting of 

heavier items. 

 

 
 


