
VISTA Assignment Description (VAD) Template 

Title:   
VISTA Humane Education Assistant 

Sponsoring Organization:  Knoxville – Humane Society of the TN Valley (HSTV) 
Project Name:  CAC Americorps VISTA 
Project Number:   
Project Period:  08/13/2018 – 08/12/2019 

Site Name (if applicable): Humane Society of the TN Valley (HSTV) 

Focus Area(s) 
Primary:  Education 
Secondary:  Animal Welfare 

Note: 
If your VAD is not accepted, the State Office will note the reason(s) why here. 

 

VISTA Assignment Objectives and Member Activities 
 
Goal of the Project:  The Humane Education for Youth (HEY!) program focuses on creating a 
more empathetic, compassionate youth in our communities. HSTV believes that education is a 
vital tool in creating a no-kill community in rural and inner city areas. The VISTA member will 
improve the quality and expand the outreach of educational services provided by HSTV by 
recruiting and training Education Assistant and Education Lead volunteers, assisting in 
developing a consistent humane curriculum, and creating a county wide fundraising drive in 
schools and educational groups. 
 
 

 
Objective of the Assignment (11/01/2018 – 08/14/2019) 
Recruit, train and track 40 community volunteers for the Education Department and implement 
new practices into the overall volunteer program. 

Member Activities: 
 

1. Recruit 40 new Education Assistant volunteers. 
a. Review HSTV recruitment and training practices for Education Assistant 

volunteers, develop a thorough understand of the HSTV volunteer management 
system. 

b. Develop marketing and recruitment materials for potential volunteers. 
c. Assist the Education and Volunteer Coordinators in organizing an annual 

Appreciation Brunch to support volunteer appreciation and retention. 
2. Develop training plans for education volunteers to manage a classroom, prepare 

proper grant documentation tools, and assist volunteers in developing lesson 
plans/activities. 
a.  Developing creative ways to implement volunteers’ strengths into humane 

activities and programs. 
b. Develop a training protocol for Education Assistants who show potential to 

becoming Education Lead volunteers.  
c. Match/assign volunteers to programming sites.  

 
 
 
 
 



Objective of the Assignment (08/15/2018 – 08/14/2019) 
Assist the HSTV Education Coordinator in creating a researched, consistent curriculum for 
school programming that is specific to grade level. 

Member Activities: 
 

1. Develop a clear understanding of Humane Curriculum and principals and ensure 
that HEY! is effectively addressing those principals.  
a. Observe school and shelter classes to develop an understanding of the goals 

and themes of the HEY! program.  
b. Research national humane education programs and lesson plans.  
c. Research Tennessee State Education Standards.  
d. Create a pre and post survey that will be used by the HSTV Education 

Coordinator and Education Leads in classes and programs. 
2. Create free lesson plans, handouts and activities for teachers to download. 

a. Interview Knox County teachers about interest in humane lessons that can be 
provided for downloaded by HSTV. 

b. Assist HSTV’s web designer in creating a new page on HSTV’s site.  
c. Contact Knox Co. teachers when page is active. 
d. Track number of downloads and how many students received the lesson(s). 

3. Help establish a consistent curriculum in all HEY! sites.  
a. Assist the HSTV Education Coordinator in developing hands-on activities, 

lessons, and programs to implement in HEY! partner sites. 
b. Create a lesson plan and activities packet for volunteer use, other shelters to 

use, etc. 
c. Create an annual, month-long fundraising drive in all partner sites. 

4. Create a wider online presence for the HEY! program. 
a. Create bi-weekly videos for social media to educate the community on humane 

topics. 
b. Create bi-weekly educational social media posts, graphics, etc. 
c. Create a small social media fundraising campaign. 

 
Objective of the Assignment (09/15/2018 – 05/15/2019) 
Create an annual, month-long fundraising drive in Knox County Schools and educational 
nonprofits.  

Member Activities: 
 

1. Establish connections with twenty schools and educational nonprofits. 
2. Create handouts and lessons on the importance of fundraisings for pets in need. 

a. Work with HSTV’s fundraising director on themes and ideals to be presented. 
b. Study the Mutt-i-Gree’s Curriculum model on fundraising in schools for pets. 

3. Implement a county wide, monthly fundraising drive with students.  
a. Create an incentive procedure for students.  
b. Develop a variety of fundraising structures for students to choose from. 
c. Raise $5,000 dollars. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


