
VISTA Assignment Description (VAD)
 

Title: VISTA Food Systems Coordinator

Sponsoring Organization: Knoxville Knox County Community Action Committee
Project Name: CAC AmeriCorps VISTA
Project Number: 17VSSTN007
Project Period: 03/05/2017 - 03/03/2018

Site Name (if applicable): UT Recycling

Focus Area(s)
   Primary: Healthy Futures
   Secondary:

VISTA Assignment Objectives and Member Activities

Goal of the Project: The AmeriCorps VISTA member at UT Recycling will increase food
distribution from food pantries to homeless and economically disadvantaged populations
of Knoxville by recovering and donating food from events, dining halls, and restaurants
on the campus of the University of Tennessee. Additionally, this VISTA member will
secure donated food from an on-campus garden, which also serves as an agricultural
education site for students and community volunteers, including refugees.

Objective of the Assignment (Period of Performance: 8/7/2017-5/31/2018)

Establish a community garden on campus to serve the student population.

Member Activity: Research other campus community gardens.

Member Activity: Develop Standard Operating Procedures for the Garden.

Member Activity: Develop Planting Schedule.

Member Activity: Locate and obtain permission to use a plot of land for the creation of a garden that

would then be built by VISTA coordinated student volunteers.

Member Activity: Collaborate with Landscaping services as well as upper level university

administration to find and approve a plot for the garden.

Objective of the Assignment (Period of Performance: 8/7/2017-5/31/2018)

Recruit and support a team of student volunteers to maintain the garden.

Member Activity: Collaborate with student groups (SPEAK, Environment and Sustainability

Committee) as well as off-campus refugee placement organizations to recruit volunteers able to work

year round (including, most importantly, during the summer break).

Member Activity: Develop a volunteer recruitment plan addressing distinct groups of volunteers to

assure the garden is maintained by identifying watering, weeding, picking and distribution schedules.



Objective of the Assignment (Period of Performance: 9/1/2017-8/6/2018)

Establish relationships with local food pantries for routine food donations from multiple locations on

campus, as well as large events, including football and basketball games.

Member Activity: Research food waste/recovery practices, food safety policies/regulations related to

food recovery operations, including the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act, as well as

Tennessee code related to how food must be stored in order to be served/donated to the public.  The

results of this research will be shared with volunteers, UT Recycling staff, local food pantries and

other stakeholders.

Member Activity: Coordinate regular food donations from on campus dining halls to partner pantries

by collaborating with on-campus dining contractor to locate dining halls with high amounts of food

waste, expanding upon existing partnership.

Member Activity: Collaborate with Food Recovery Network volunteers and Second Harvest to

identify needed items and then to coordinate storage and delivery to food pantries.

Member Activity: Coordinate food donations from on campus community garden by collaborating

with student groups and Smokey’s Pantry, an on-campus food pantry located in the Tyson House, to

increase food donations to the pantry.


